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NEewW year,
anew start?

If you have been thinking of moving, act now.
There has never been a better time to sell.

Corum only sell property and are housing experts.
We understand the market and achieve the best price
because we give you the best advice.

If you are considering a move in 2017 contact me,
James Lang, on 0141 942 5888 today for a complimentary,
up-to-date market appraisal of your property.

Corum Bearsden can help make
your new start happen.

Email
james.lang@corumproperty.co.uk

Visit our website
corumproperty.co.uk

Corum Bearsden,
4 Canniesburn Toll, G61 2QU
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Bearsden & Milngavie Connect

Welcome!

HELLO and welcome to the winter edition
of Bearsden and Milngavie Connect.
Brought to you by the Herald and
Times Magazine Group, this community
magazine aims to celebrate all that the
local area has to offer.
Inside our winter edition is packed
with stories. From an action packed
what's on guide on page 12 to news of
a partially-sighted pianist delighting the ears
of shoppers in Milgavie on page 22, there’s
plenty to entertain readers.
Interested in advertising?
Hand delivered through letter boxes, Connect
is the ideal platform to reach families in the heart of
our community.

The advertising team are also happy to help with competitive
advertising rates in our sister Connect titles — offering you the chance
to reach people across the country.

We hope you all enjoy the festive season and will see you again
in the new year.

Until next time,

Team Connect

Visually impaired

Milngavie worker
delights shoppers

with piano playing.
Turn to page 22

Editorial

If you have a story you would like to be
included in a future issue of Bearsden and
Milngavie Connect contact:

Maxine McCreadie
maxine.mccreadie@newsquest.co.uk
0141 302 7742

Nicola Brown
nicola.brown@newsquest.co.uk
0141 302 7741

Advertising

To find out how the magazine can help your
business connect with new customers,
contact:

Fergus Melvin
fergus.melvin@heraldandtimes.co.uk
0141 302 7777

Write to us:

Bearsden and Milngavie Connect
Herald and Times Magazines

200 Renfield Steet

Glasgow, G2 3QB

All images are supplied by Getty images
unless otherwise stated

G.A. Mann & Son

Address:
10-16 Glenfarg Street
Glasgow
G20 7QF

NON-FAULT ACCIDENT CLAIMS

Had an accident that is not your fault? Speak to one of our claim specialists or
car repair engineers about how we can help you. We work for you and not the
insurance industry.

Who can claim?

All those affected by the accident can make a road accident claim,
except for the driver responsible for the accident.

Please note your accident claim is against the insurance company
and not the individual.

No fees or excess - guaranteed
We guarantee that you will not have to pay any excess fees for your

claim. The repairs we make to your car will cost you nothing.
We deal directly with the third party’s insurance company,
so our work will not affect your no claims bonus either.

- . [ ]
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Bearsden & Milngavie Connect

Community Contacts

East
Dunbartonshire
Council contacts

General:
0300 123 4510

Community
Brookwood
Library:
0141777 3021
Milngavie
Community
Library and
Education

Centre:
0141570 1522

Milngavie and
Bearsden Sports

Club:
0141 956 3817

Winter 2016 /2017

The Scout Hall,

Bearsden:
0141943 2183

Schools
Bearsden

Academy:
0141 955 2344

Bearsden

Primary School:

0141955 2254

Milngavie

Primary School:

0141955 2251

Douglas

Academy:
0141 955 2365

Clober Primary

School:
0141 955 2232

Craigdhu

Primary School:
0141 955 2237

St Joseph’s

Primary School:
0141955 2209

Churches
St Pauls,
Milngavie:
0141 956 4405

Cairns Church:
0141 956 4868

Allander
Evangelical

Church:
0141956 2253

Milngavie United

Free Church:
0141 563 4815

St Andrews RC

Church:
0141 942 4635

Bearsden Cross

Parish Church:
0141 942 0507

Bearsden Baptist

Church:
0141942 0752

Baljaffray Parish

Church:
0141 942 5304
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corum




= R&G

Estate Agents Ltd

Voucher

offer expires 30th of April 2017

We are delighted to announce that our new office on Station Road,
Milngavie is now open! R&G have been established in Kirkintilloch
since 2001 and due to our continued success we are excited to
bring our brand to the residents of Milngavie and Bearsden. We
are an independent firm who work hard to provide a professional
service with a personal touch.

CONTACT US NOW ON 0141 578 4100

FOR A FREE
VALUATION

7 Station Road, Milngavie, G62 S8PG
57 Townhead, Kirkintilloch, G66 1NN
T: 0141 578 4100 M: 07966366558
E: conor@randgfinancial.co.uk

*This voucher entitles you to £500 off our agency selling fee. You must present this voucher before
instructing us to market your property. Only one voucher can be used per transaction.
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A star in our midst

A PUPIL from Bearsden Academy
has landed a coveted role in a new
child’s TV programme for the BBC.

Colette Sheridan who lives in
Hardgate recently made her television
debut on BBC children’s programme
“Stacey Stone”.

Colette, 15, called off a family
holiday to Ireland to take part in the
show, which was filmed in Dumbarton.

The BBC programme tells the story
of a school newspaper agony aunt
named Stacey Stone.

Although she is an extra in the
majority of the episodes, Colette
managed to land herself a main part as
a “Trendie” for one episode.

Her proud mum, Terri, said: “She
was taking part in a theatre workshop
during the summer and the BBC came
and chose some of the kids to play
extras.”

OBAN & COACH
ISLE OF MULL HOLIDAYS

Door +o Door service*

Pretty Oban bustles with life and the harbour
is busy with boats making their way to the
islands. Staying at the Regent Hotel with
magpnificent views across the bay to the Isle
of Kerrera. Out and about we visit Inveraray
Castle, Fort William and the Isle of Mull.

GLENTON

HOLIDAYS

Calebrating 10 years of Glenton

Mon 17 Apr 5 Days only £279
Door 4o Door DURHAM & BEAMISH COACH
service* OPEN AIR MUSEUM HOLIDAYS
Door 4o Door service*

Start your holiday from

i Anholiday highlight will be our day at the -
your own front door sl world famous Beamish Open Air Museum for ..
with GLENTON'S i 3 ) a unique insight into how lives were lived in
inclusive Door +o 1 bygone days. Spend some time exploring
S T Durham. Staying at the Chilton Country
ov holidays from s Hotel, tranquil village of Fencehouses.
your area. - . Mon 24 Apr 5 Days only £289

CALL NOW FOR MORE DETAILS ON 0141 374 2695 DABTA

OR VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.GLENTONHOLIDAYS.COM
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Our family
law team

Because life is not
always child’s play

Caring, compassionate,
professional solutions.

An innovative approach
to dispute resolution.

www.drummondmiller.co.uk

0141 332 0086

In Association with . - . Winter 2016/2017 7
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he leaders in luxury cruising, WHAT’S INCLUDED IN YOUR
Silversea’s beautiful smaller ships SILVERSEA CRUISE?

are designed for those who delight
in the thrill of discovery, while
indulging mind and body in the most lavish
surroundings. A fleet of six ocean liners and v Attentive butler service in every suite

an additional four expedition ships mean Vv Gratuities always included

v All-suite, all oceanview accommodation
(most with a private veranda)

Silversea offer truly remarkable itineraries, v Delicious a la carte dining in a variety
taking you all over the world and to the most of onboard venues
remote regions. v/ Complimentary in suite dining and

24-hour room service
Unparralled levels of service, exquiste fine . .
. p _ _ d v Complimentary beers, wines,
dining, luxurious accommodation and an premium spirits, speciality coffees
enriching programme of activities and and soft drinks

excursions make Silversea an unforgetable v In-suite mini bar, stocked to your

experience. preferences and replenished on
request

Call us today on . )
Or visit us online

01471 648 8/35 | www.barrheadtravel.co.uk BABTA




EXPLORE JAPAN TO ALASKA + Return flights from Uk [N

IN ULTRA LUXURY < 2 nights 5 Tokyo stey  ETAEE A
Silver Shadow « 7 May 2018 « 27 night « FREE Tokyo after 5pm IR

Japanese Food tour

+ 22 nights on board TERRACE SUITE
Tokyo * Aomori * Hakodate * Kushiro « Petropavlovsk 5’“@' Shadow £7879F°
(Kamchatka), Russia ¢ Date Line - gain a day * Dutch Harbour ' gtg‘yghts 5" Vancouver

Kodiak * Homer « Seward ¢ Cruise Hubbard Glacier .

. ) . . * FREE Grouse Mountain

Juneau ¢ Skagway ¢ Sitka ¢ Ketchikan ¢ Cruise Inside Passage & Capilano Suspension VERANDA SUITE
Vancouver Bridge Sunset tour £8899PP

* Private transfers

Immerse yourself in culture on this 27 night Japan to Alaska cruise tour. Starting in Tokyo with a 2 night
stay enjoying a Tokyo After 5pm Japanese Food Tour, Embark your ship, Silver Shadow, seeing all the
best of Japan and one port of call in Russia before arriving into Vancouver. After disembarking enjoy 2
nights at leisure in the beautiful city of Vancouver, and enjoy a Grouse Mountain & Capilano Suspension
Bridge Sunset tour.

BUENOS AIRES
ROUNDTRIP

Silver Muse * 5 February 2018 ¢ 12 nights

FORT LAUDERDALE TO
BRIDGETOWN

Silver Wind « 5 January 2018 13 nights

Return flights from UK « 1 night pre-cruise stay Return flights from UK

Buenos Aires ¢ Santos (Sao Paulo) « Paraty
Rio de Janeiro (overnight) « Buenos Aires

Fort Lauderdale * Grand Turk * Samana
Tortola * St Maarten « St Barts (overnight)
Pointe-A-Pitre * Les Saintes ¢« Roseau
Martinique ¢ St Lucia « Bridgetown

CLASSIC i SUPERIOR i  DELUXE
VISTA SUITE i VERANDA SUITE | MEDALLION SUITE  VERANDA SUITE | VERANDA SUITE | VERANDA SUITE
£4099°° . £4899°° : £7299PP £5199P | £5399PP ! £5599FF

Prices shown are subject to Barrhead Travel and Silversea Cruises availability and change. Prices are based on two people sharing. Barrhead Travel and Silversea Cruises booking conditions

The Holid ay & Cruise S pec alists apply. 2.5% credit card charge and 1 debit card charge applies to all bookings. Prices correct as of 22/1116. Errrs and omissions excluded.



Bearsden & Milngavie Connect

AS a New Year’s resolution, | a stamp each time your
residents in Bearsden and child borrows books. When
Milngavie are invited to your card is full, swap it for
take part in the Bookbug a certificate for your child to
Library Challenge, keep, and then start collecting
available in all East stamps on a new card. There
Dunbartonshire Libraries. are seven new beautifully
A free programme that illustrated certificates to
encourages children from birth collect.
to discover and enjoy their Libraries have a range of
local library, the challenge great children's books you can . 4 !
gives children the chance to borrow for free and your baby S
collect beautifully illustrated or toddler is never too young
certificates. to join. Bookbug's free and fun BOOkbUg
Getting involved is as easy Library Challenge is a great
as A B C (D), with four simple way to ignite a passion for most
steps. First join your local books from a young age. out of Bookbug's Library
library and pick up your child’s For more information about Challenge, visit www.
Collector’s Card, then collect taking part and how to get the | scottishbooktrust.com.

afpft e
Rogister for your digital edition o our portfolls of magazines al the
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WE'VE GOT CHRISTMAS
ALL WRAPPED UP

* Indoor children’s Carnival & Santa’s Grotto

« Selection of decorations, lights, trees & more!
* Quality Scottish grown Xmas trees in stock!

* The Elf on the Shelf available to adopt in-store
» Award winning craft and hobby centre

* Licensed 300 seater restaurant

* Festive food menu available

* Kitchenware, foodhall, clothes & more!

« Special offers and promotions in-store

IF YOU NEED REFRESHED AFTER YOUR
JOURNEY TO CARDWELL THEN PLEASE
HAVE A FREE CUP OF TEA/FILTER COFFEE

Please cut out this voucher and present at the till to redeem.

T&C'’s - No purchase necessary. Voucher has no cash value and cannot be used Admin use only

for any other purpose. Copies not accepted. Offer valid until end January 2017. Date: /

Don’t miss! 2 for 1 breakfast is back at Cardwell this January!

l\

2 CARDWELL

GARDEN CENTRE

Lunderston Bay, Gourock, Inverclyde, PA19 1BB
01475 521 536 www.cardwellgardencentre.co.uk

Please note that we are closed on 25th & 26th December and 1st & 2nd January

Winter 2016 /2017
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What’s on

Diaries at the ready, we’ve got some im-
portant dates for you to jot down.

We’ve rounded up some of the best events
happening in the local and surrounding
area to keep all ages entertained through
the festive period and into the new year.
From a quiz night to evenings of music,
there’s lots to keep you busy.

EVENT: Quiz Night

Date: Monday 16 January (Every Monday)
Location: The Station pub, Bearsden

Time: 9pm

Cost: Free

What’s on: Put your general knowledge to .
the test and celebrate the end of Monday with
this weekly quiz. Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd

place, plus there’s a chance to win the rollover
jackpot.

EVENT: Cera Impala & the New
Prohibition

Date: Saturday 18 February

Location: Milngavie Folk Club

Time: 7.30-10.30pm

Cost: £13.09

What’s on: Fill your ears with the sounds of
the banjo, ukulele and guitar from Cera Impala,
whose voice has been described as ‘unique
yet timeless’. For more information or to book
tickets, visit eventrbrite.co.uk.

EVENT: Broken Records
and Olympic Swimmers
Date: Thursday 20 January

Location: The Hug and Pint, Great
Western Road

Time: 7.30pm

Cost: £12 on the door

What’s on: Don’t miss out on 2017’s
Celtic Connections taking place at
venues across Glasgow. Catch Broken
Records and Olympic Swimmers, or
visit www.celticconnections.com to view
the full line up and artists taking part.

EVENT: The Golden Hours of

Angel Wings

Date: Friday 27 and Saturday 28 January
Location: Mugdock Country Park

Time: 7.30pm '

Cost: £15 each (includes alcoholic/hot/soft
drink at interval) .
What's on: Back by popular demand, this
moving tribute to Rabbie Burns is for over
18's only. His music and poetry all wrapped
up in a new original script with a small
ceilidh thrown in. To book call 0141 956
6100.

EVENT: Give Blood

Date: Monday 27 March

Location: Killermont Parish Church, Rannoch
Drive, Bearsden

Time: 2-3.45pm and 5.15-7.30pm

Cost: Free

What’s on: If you're looking for ways to give
back in the new year then why not attend

the local blood drive to help others in need?
Giving blood is quick and simple; just turn up
and let the capable nurses help you complete
your good deed for the day.




WE WON'T BE BEATEN ON QUALITY

WERUE FREE FITTING

|

vnnpows L
2 DO0ORS

Manufactured in our East Kilbride Factory
WITH A 10 YEAR GUARANTEE!

WE OFFER OVER 100 DOOR
STYLES TO SUIT YOUR PROPERTY!

i REHAU W|NDOW
g L] QuALITY TS
i - s RECOMMENDED

REHAU TOTAL 70
SYSTEM OFFERING
5 COLOUR FINISHES TO CHOOSE FROM THE VERY BEST
i B DR | IN THERMAL

EFFICIENCY.

AAAAAAAA

uPVC Windows and Doors
Bespoke Hardwood Doors
Loft & Garage Conversions
House Extensions
SPECIALIST Replacement Boilers

M Lol MA@ s3carronpiace kewininaustriai Estate.

East Kilbride G75 OYL Tel: 01355 235528
Email: info@dmspecialistjoinery.com
SCOTLAND www.dmspecialistjoinery.com

-
-

o

'_/EE?EJ- f’.- el e v

NS ERNS
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Too cool to sklp school

A recent report has revealed that
standards of attainment among pupils in
East Dunbartonshire are rising year on
year, also showing that the attainment gap
is continuing to narrow.

The report used the Scottish Government’s
National Improvement Framework to look at
average scores across the different ‘deprivation
deciles’. These deciles range from 1 to 10 with
the 10 per cent most deprived areas known
as decile 1 and the 10 per cent least deprived
areas referred to as decile 10.

It shows that over recent years the difference
in average scores for pupils across the board is
reducing and the difference in scores between
deciles 1-10 is narrowing.

In 2011/12 the difference between deciles 1
and 10 was 442 points and last year (2015/16)
the difference had reduced by 42 per cent to
258 points.

Councillor Maureen Henry, Convener of the
Education Committee, welcomed the report and
the emerging trends. She said, “These figures
show that in East Dunbartonshire we are tackling
inequality by working to improve the results of
lower attainers as well as those of our higher
achievers.”

-

) &) Garage Doors

Garage Doors
Supplied & Installed
Garage Doors
Repaired 24/7
Garage Doors
Automated
Garage Roofs

Low Cost Quaility Assured
Free Estimates

www.jjgaragedoors.co.uk

0141 573 4162

07758 725 806

14 Winter 2016 /2017
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North Campbell Avenue, Milngavie, East Dunbartonshire 662 7AA
Website: stjosephnursery.btck.co.uk
Follow us on twitter @stjoes_nurseryl 5§
Email: manager.stjosephnursery@gmail.com
Registered Charity Number: $C004008

St Joseph's Nursery is a small, friendly, non-
denominational partnership nursery offering excellent
facilities, a vast range of quality learning experiences and
an extensive outdoor area for children ages 2'2-5 years.

Funded and non-funded morning and
afternoon sessions available now!
Lunch cover also available!

Please contact Lisa (manager) on 0141 563 9700
or email manager.stjosephsnursery@gqmail.com
for more information and to reserve your space now!

CoOrum
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BOCLAIR

——HOUSE HOTEL——

0%

“OFF

DINING IN BOCLAIR IN
JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2017

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 0141 942 4278.

100 MILNGAVIE ROAD, BEARSDEN.
EVENTS@BOCLAIRHOUSEHOTELCOUK | WWW.BOCLAIRHOUSEHOTELCO.UK

*APPLIES TO A LA CARTE MENU, SNACK MENU & AFTERNOON TEAS.
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS, 2ND JANUARY - 28TH FEBRUARY 2017. MANORVIEW

Winter 2016 /2017 15
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Bearsden & Milngavie Connect

IF the turn of the year
has brought a desire

family history and spend a lot
of time trying to find

to look back and # '! : “, "" out how to source

discover more about s » Fl 3 i 3 ’ \ ‘& information.

your family history, h‘ n B - 1" b‘.r - “The professional

find help tracing ""‘ _‘;‘-k-,‘r-. r - & staff from the

your roots with East . . b/ de Archives and Local

Dunbartonshire SEmE 7 % ¢ "4 Studiesteam can

Leisure and \ .- ?;;‘".': help you discover your

Culture Trust. * “a 2 3 @ ancestors and get
The Archives > L TN - & 4 i % Yyou in touch with your

and Local “v 7 4 = - N roots.

Studies team have v “-? . "The Archives and

organised a beginners R Local Studies Service

family history course to help
people trace their ancestry and discover
secrets and surprises from their past.

The Beginning Family History course will
run every Tuesday between 7-8.30pm unable to attend the course."
for five weeks, starting on 10 January 4 t L The course, which will take place at
2017. the William Patrick Library, costs £37.50

is a very popular and well-used
resource and visitors are always welcome
at William Patrick Library in Kirkintilloch and
Bearsden's Brookwood Library if you are

This five-week course will introduce you and can be booked by calling the centralised
to family history research, provide coverage booking system on 0141 777 3143 or online
of all the basic sources needed to build your at www.booking.edlc.co.uk/horizons/culture.
family tree and explain how you can further Payment is by debit or credit card.
investigate the lives of your ancestors. For further information on the course,

Councillor Anne Jarvis, Chair of EDLC Trust, call 0141 777 3142 or email libraries@
said, "Today, people are very interested in their eastdunbarton.gov.uk

16  Winter 2016 /2017 I Association with . [ .
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THE ©

LARDER"

AT KIRK LANE

FESTIVE MENU
AVAILABLE .,

X Served from |st December - |6th January

2 COURSES £12 /| 3 COURSES £15
CALL 0141 942 1380 TO BOOK!
¥

\*\ 5 Kirk Lane, Bearsden, G61 3RU 0141 942 1380
info@thelarderbearsden.com www.thelarderbearsden.com

In Association with . ' . Winter 2016/2017 17
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Bearsden & Milngavie Connect

Dozens drop in to find out more about future

People of all ages took the
chance to find out more
about the exciting future
taking shape in Bearsden
recently.

Bearsden Community Hub
and Kilmardinny House will
open early 2017, with nearly
£6m being invested in the town.

Around 65 people attended
a recent drop-in session at
Bearsden Primary School -
asking questions and obtaining
feedback on the variety of
services and facilities which will
be available.

The Community Hub will
bring East Dunbartonshire
Council, library, leisure and
cultural services under one
roof, while Kilmardinny House

is being transformed into a new
venue for East Dunbartonshire
— supporting conferences,
meetings, weddings, arts and
other events.

Representatives from East
Dunbartonshire Council, the
Leisure and Culture Trust, and
project partners were among
those who spoke to local
residents.

Councillor Rhondda Geekie,
Leader of East Dunbartonshire
Council, said, "A huge
thank-you to everyone who
took the time to come along
to the drop-in session for
Bearsden Community Hub and
Kilmardinny House.

"Feedback from local
residents was positive and

officers answered a range of
questions on the projects - both
of which are forging ahead.

"The new Community Hub
will bring together a range of
Council services under one roof
in an exciting and innovative
way - helping us to deliver
services more efficiently to our
residents and improve their
experience of dealing with the
Council.

“The transformation of
Kilmardinny House will allow
us to continue supporting the
diverse range of arts, culture
and leisure services which the
facility is renowned for, while
making it even more popular as
a venue for events, weddings
and conferences.”

| ——
#'QEOTHSH -

Fully interactive maps and route descriptions:

More than 200 photos of cycling routes.

Create your own reading experience with interactive |
features including videos and image galleries.

Browse this fantastic app offline, anytime. |

18  Winter 2016 /2017
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Glasgow’s Hidden Treasure

Venture just a few and the Middle East there
minute’'s walk from the are rugs to suit almost any
city centre and you will interior.

stumble across one of
Glasgow’s true hidden
gems. Little-Persia, within
Love-Rugs, is Scotland’s
leading  and largest

In-store there are small
tribal weavings from as
little as £95 up to perfectly
woven masterpieces;
e ! : meticulously knotted over
specialist in  unique he course of years by
handmade Persian and (gyereq craftsmen, for
Oriental rugs. anything up to £34,995.

With over 2,000 Explore the colours and
hand-knotted works of art history on offer at A
for the floor; the selection, | iije-Persia this month

colours and history will 5.4 enjoy a massive 15%

transport you to the o everything using code*:
markets and bazaars of

Tehran. Little-Persia-BM

Little-Persia has grown Lijttle-Persia

over the years to host to 11-13 Commerce Street
one of the UK's most Glasgow

unique collections of rugs. G5 8AB

An antique Afshar rug from south-east Iran

With pieces from all over 141 420 6989 placed in modern dining area - a perfect mix

Iran (Persia), the Orient  www.little-persia.com

ALL SHAPES, SIZES & FABRICS | BUDGET TO DESIGNER

LOVE-RUGS

MODERN, TRADITIONAL & CLSTOM RLUGE

Christmas Savings

10% off any rug using voucher code*:

|  ‘Love-Rugs-BM" |
www.love-rugs.com

of old meets new

Rugs For Every Taste

Love-Rugs is Scotland’s largest
rug store with a wide selection of
modern,  contemporary  and
traditional rugs on offer both
in-store and online. The selection
ranges from traditional patterned
machine-made rugs to
ultra-modern focal pieces in a
range of fabrics, shapes and
sizes.

For those with something more
unique in mind, Love-Rugs is one
of the UK’s leading specialists in
custom-made rugs, creating rugs
to your own design, colours and
size requirements.

Love-Rugs

11-13 Commerce Street
Glasgow

G5 8AB

0141 420 6565
www.love-rugs.com

* Discount can be used in-store or online, one use per customer. Offer expires 23/12/16. Not to be used with other offers.

- . [ ]
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Bearsden & Milngavie Connect

(0)

ACROSS East
Dunbartonshire the desire
to keep Fair Trade on the
menu has been met with a
ringing vote of confidence.

Elected members voted
unanimously in favour of a
new resolution supporting Fair
Trade locally.

The motion - passed at
a recent meeting of East
Dunbartonshire Council -
included a pledge to offer Fair
Trade goods wherever possible
when catering for Council
meetings and functions, and to
implement Fair Trade through
procurement processes and
those of suppliers wherever
possible.

Councillor Rhondda Geekie,

20  Winter 2016 /2017
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Leader of
the Council,
said, "l

am very
pleased

we were
able to give
unanimous
backing to the
Fair Trade resolution

- reaffirming our commitment
to the cause and updating
the last resolution passed in
December 2004.

"As a Council we fully
support the principles of Fair
Trade and, as a consumer, the
promotion and purchase of
Fair Trade goods as part of
our commitment to sustainable
development.

In Association with . . .

corum

"l would
like to
commend
the many
individuals,

retailers,
workplaces,
churches,
nurseries,
schools and local

community groups who
work tirelessly in support of
Fair Trade - helping to make a
direct difference to people's
lives around the world.

The Council works closely
with East Dunbartonshire Fair
Trade Steering Group, as well
as Fairtrade Town groups
in Lenzie, Bearsden and
Milngavie.



Thinking of buying
a hew build home?

Act nhow!

With up-and-coming superior new build
developments in Bearsden, there has never been
a better time to consider selling your property.

Corum only sell property and are housing experts.
We understand the market and achieve the best price
because we give you the best advice.

If you are considering a move in 2017 and require a fresh,
complimentary market appraisal of your home, please don’t
hesitate to contact us. We can help make your next move happen.

Contact us today on Visit our website
0141 942 5888 corumproperty.co.uk . H .

Corum Bearsden C 0 r U m
4 Canniesburn Toll, Bearsden G61 2QU the best sellers
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A partially-sighted pianist
has been entertaining
customers at his workplace
in Milngavie to raise funds
for charity.

Sam Peoples from Duntocher
is employed part-time by
Dobbies Garden Centre in
Milngavie, where he has worked
for 11 years as a car park
attendant and groundsman.

But the self-taught musician,
28, amazed colleagues with his
skills when he took to playing the
store’s piano on his tea breaks
earlier this year.

And when a video of him
performing attracted thousands
of viewers on social media,
managers decided to take him
off trolley duty and give him a
platform for his talents.

Sam, who is studying
computing at Glasgow
Caledonian University, was
asked to take up residence in
the centre’s café.

He is often given tips by his
growing number of fans — but
kind-hearted Sam insists that
they are put in a collection
bucket for St Margaret of
Scotland Hospice, the store’s
Charity of the Year.

He said: “My boss’s pal filmed
me playing on her phone and
put it on Facebook and more
than 30,000 people watched it.

“So they said to me that they
wanted me to do it permanently
because it brings so many
customers into the store.

“| just play for my own
enjoyment, I've no interest in
doing it professionally.

“I'm grateful to the
management here for giving
me the chance to do this and to
McLaren’s Pianos in Glasgow,
who donated the piano to
Dobbies.

“I've raised money for St

22 Winter 2016 /2017

Bearsden & Miln

avie Connect

Visually impaid

employee hits the
right notes

Margaret of Scotland Hospice
before, when | was at school,
and being from Clydebank |
know about the reputation they
have in the community.”

Sam first played the keyboard
before he had started school
and briefly took lessons at the
age of seven.

Although he played in his
spare time in the years that
followed, Sam only began
playing seriously three years
ago when he was given a grand
piano by a relative.

He is unable to read music
because he is blind in one eye
and can't see fully from the other
—meaning he relies on his ear to
pick up melodies.

Sam'’s disability resulted
from being born prematurely,
weighing just 2Ib 20z. The
retina in his right eye detached
from the optical nerve when

- . =
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he was given oxygen to aid his
breathing.

He added: “l learn much
better if | just listen to a tune
and practise. | play all sorts
of music, from the Eagles and
Elton John to Dire Straits and the
Stereophonics.

“But I've had to learn some
of the older classics for the
customers in the store — things
like Elvis, Sinatra and Patsy
Cline.”

St Margaret of Scotland
Hospice Chief Executive Sister
Rita said: “Sam’s talent and
dedication are an inspiration and
we are very humbled that he
has chosen to raise funds for the
Hospice in this way.

“We would like to say
thank you to Sam and the
management at Dobbies
Garden Centre for their
continued support.”
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Put caring on the menu

ENSURE families
throughout East
Dunbartonshire don’t
go hungry this festive
season by helping to fuel
the Foodbank’s Yuletide
appeal.

That's the plea from
Provost Una Walker who
is calling on local workers,
residents and businesses to
donate foodstuffs and other
items.

East Dunbartonshire
Foodbank's Christmas
Appeal is now well underway
and aims to collect fare
and funds to provide 70-80
Yuletide parcels for local
individuals and families in
crisis.

Provost Walker
has arranged
collection points
in Council offices
at the Marina,

Southbank
House and
Broomhill.

Council

employees have

B
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already handed in items,
which will be delivered to
the foodbank warehouse
in Donaldson Crescent,
Kirkintilloch, at the end of
December.

Provost Walker said,
"Christmas is a time of joy
for many, but it can also be
a challenging season for
people struggling to make
ends meet.

"l hope as many people
as possible will support East
Dunbartonshire Foodbank's
Christmas Appeal.

"Council employees and
members of the public can
hand in items at our Marina
HQ, Southbank House and
Broomhill.

"Alternatively you can
take donations directly
to the warehouse
at 19 Donaldson
Crescent,
Kirkintilloch.

The best times
are Monday,
Wednesday or

Friday - between

1pm
and 4pm.
"The foodbank

has drawn up a top ten
shopping list - if you can
help by donating an item or
two it would be very much
appreciated."

For more information call
07425 134131.




Academic excellence
Is only the tip
of the iceberg...

‘A life-changing experience!’
Sixth-year pupil Rachel Turner's verdict on Glasgow
Academy's second major Arctic expedition

For our new Prospectus and to arrange a visit,
call Suzanne on 0141 342 5494 or visit -

www.theglasgowacademy.org.uk

M
e THE GLASGOW ACADEMY

@i
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To infi

Inity
and beyond'

If New Year resolutions
include broadening
knowledge and committing
to new adventures, consider
taking part in the local
park’s Moon Evening.

Taking place on Friday
10 February from 7-8pm,
visitors will have the chance
to go lunar loopy and learn
all about the moon’s lumps
and bumps.

Led by experienced
Ranger’s, this family
event will cover

It's the perfect opportunity
to learn more about what
lies beyond planet Earth
and encourage a curiosity
among younger members of
the family.

Booking is essential and
costs £3. To find out more or
reserve a place, call 0141
956 6100.

As well as their Ranger-
led moon evening, the
popular park will be hosting
a series of events to add
and improve upon survival
and artistic skills.

On Tuesday

14 February

‘ _...#
from 2-3.30pm all

-

everything from — ages can take
craters and ﬁzg part in
chasms, to — Mugdock’s
rockets and Survival
rocks, to Afternoon.
stars and We've all seen Bear
spacemen. Grylls on TV, drinking
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questionable liquids and
scaling great heights, but
would you be able to apply
the practical skills to cope in
the wilds on your own?

Find help getting started
by building a shelter and
finding food. Discover how
you would fare by coming
along with the Ranger into
the wilds of Mugdock.
Booking is essential and
costs £5 per person. Call
0141 956 6100 for more
information.

Alternatively, unleash your
creative side by attending
the Natural Art session and
using natural materials to
create sculptures and land
art in Mugdock’s woodlands
with the Ranger. Follow signs
from the visitor centre. The
session runs from 2-3pm on
Wednesday 15 February with
donations welcome.
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all us now

Quote
1357 2104

www.glasgowshutters.co.ulk



40

YEARS
OF SYT

&0 YEARS OF INSPIRATION, CREATIVITY & OPPORTUNITY

Youngsters invited to make
history with National Ensemble *

OUNG aspifing

actors and resses
across the Bearsden and
Milngavie area are being
offered the chance to
make history as part of a
new theatre group.

Youngsters aged between
16 and 25 are being invited
to an open audition for the
Scottish Youth Theatre's
(SYT) new National
Ensemble.

The company launched
the new dramatic group at
the end of last year with
a little help from Game of
Thrones actress Kate Dickie
to mark its 40th anniversary.

There will be no
participation fee with
entry based purely on the
performer’s ability and
commitment.

In a bid to ensure they
select the best Scotland
has to offer, auditions
will be held nationwide
in Stornoway, Inverness,
Oban, Dumfries, Stranraer,
Aberdeen, Edinburgh and
Glasgow .

Once recruited, the
Ensemble will undertake
development sessions

Winter 2016 / 2017

across Scotland workin
with professional theatfé=
makers.

"The National Ensemble is
something we have wanted
to do for quite some time,"
said SYT artistic director
Mary McCluskey.

"It is an example of our
commitment to giving
talented young people the
opportunity to challenge
and develop their theatre
skills. They will also have the
opportunity to gain a formal
qualification which will aid
them in accessing further
education and industry
work."

SYT has a long tradition
of helping some of
Scotland's most talented
stars shine brighter than
the average 15 minutes that
comes along with fame, with
former students such as
Dr Who's Karen Gillan and
movie star Gerard Butler
once treading the boards.

Kate, also a former SYT
participant, was delighted to
pledge her support for the
National Ensemble.

She added: "I think this is
a great idea. Before joining

R 0 |
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SYT, | never thought | could
even consider an acting
career.

"However, my experiences
at Scottish Youth Theatre of
working with professional
writers, directors and back
stage crew improved my
ability as a performer and
inspired me to turn my
passion into a career.

"l am delighted to
encourage all aspiring
young performers to join
Scottish Youth Theatre
National Ensemble. *

It is hoped the National
Ensemble will also
give young people the
confidence to develop their
abilities and ideas, securing
the future of Scotland's
drama and arts future.

For more information, a
full list of audition dates or
to register, check out www.
scottishyouththeatre.org.
Don't miss your moment

Sunday, February 12
- Scottish Youth Theatre,
The Old Sheriff Court, 105
Brunswick Street, Glasgow
G11TE All participants
should register before
attending an audition.




WESTGATE

£995

Personal point of contact
from your own Estate Agent

Internet listing on Rightmove
Internet listing on Zoopla
Internet listing on ST Homes

Internet listing on Globrix
and various other smaller
Property Portals

'FOR SALE’ sign

Schedules

Accompanied viewings
(if required)

Buyer match system /
Database

Display schedule in
shop window

35 years Estate Agency
experience



Bearsden & Milngavie Connect

PUT your best foot forward
in 2017 by treading the
well-worn routes hailed to
be some of the best walks
in and around Bearsden
and Milngavie.

Hogmanay celebrations
often bring the desire to
make positive life changes.
Lose weight, quit smoking
and eating healthily are some
common goals people set up
to accompany the clean slate
of a new year. So for 2017, why
not make the decision to sign
up to a local walking group as
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a way to meet new people, take
part in healthy exercise and get
to know your local area a little
better?

The Bearsden and Milngavie
Ramblers invite people to join
them on their Wednesday
morning walks, which follows
a programme designed to
introduce people to walking
by means of carefully selected
walking routes around
Bearsden and Milngavie that
can be completed in two hours.

Suitable for both young
and old, the walks are a great

In Association with . L .
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introduction to improving
personal fitness levels.

The walks are held every
second Wednesday, beginning
at the Milngavie Community
Education Leisure Centre at
10am.

The dates of the Wednesday
Morning Walks in 2017 are:
January 18, February 1,
February 15, March 1, March
15, March 29, April 12 and
April 26.

For more information about
taking part call Andrew
Summers on 0141 942 6505.



cafe

The jewil of the Marchant City

\"‘ “W".
;f-;ﬂs\ e Bookings
;.’ '.\n { ‘u." 7w \-/
»:1;& ¥ NOW BEING TAKEN

FESTIVE LUNCH, 3 COURSE
£12.95 per person

FESTIVE DINNER, 3 COURSE
from £21.95 per person

P

FESTIVE KARAOKE PARTY NIGHTS
3 COURSE BUFFET from £21.95 per person

CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY
MENU, 3 COURSE, £34.95 Adults,
£19.95 Children

Christmas Day
& Hogmanay

MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE

29°'Albion Street, Merchant City, Glasgow, G1 1LH
0141 552 5115 or 0141 552 2118
www.cafeindiaglasgow.com
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Italian Kitchen & Bar @ | [+ |
BLT- g, Mdrgaw --F:_-- | L .:--_-.'h-' L=e B n g m
D e

Dinner
FROM

> I you love (ish & chips come to )

Romy’s & M € s

t: 0141 942 8534 » 149 Milngavie Rd, Bearsden Gon 3D «




